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We believe that homework is an important aspect of a child’s education. It 
encourages children to realise that learning can take place outside the classroom as 
well as promoting independent learning thus encouraging the child to take greater 
responsibility for their personal progress. Homework encourages parents and carers 
to work in partnership with school.  
 
At Grange Park Primary School, we do not want homework to dominate home and 
school life. Our policy is based on current government guidelines including how much 
time pupils might reasonably be expected to spend on homework. We believe that 
homework should be enjoyable and manageable for all concerned. With this in mind, 
our homework has two approaches; the first is around important basic skills such as 
number facts, reading, phonics, spellings etc; the second part is linked to our themes 
and has a creative and fun approach, offering a range of choices to help capture the 
imagination of the children. We do not specify amounts of time that must be spent on 
a task, preferring individual children and families to set their own routines.   
 
Aims 
 
Homework activities are set from when children begin their schooling in Reception 
right through to Year 6. To be most effective, parents, carers, staff and the children 
need to understand its purpose.  
 

• It reinforces skills which have been taught in school and gives children the 
opportunity to practice what they have learnt;  

• It encourages self-discipline as the children take responsibility for their 
learning;  

• It promotes independent learning and can stimulate enthusiasm for learning;  

• It provides teachers with the opportunity to support and extend individual 
children;  

• It provides children with an opportunity to rehearse key skills such as reading, 
spellings and times tables; 

• It sets standards for life and children become accustomed to working at 
home, preparing them for secondary school and future employment;  

• It encourages children to share their learning with parents and carers.  

 

 

Homework Routine 
 
There are weekly expectations with regards to reading, learning spellings and times 
tables throughout the school.  
 
Reading is key/essential to children’s success and their ability to learn in all areas of 
the curriculum. As well as having dedicated daily curriculum time for reading it is also 
an essential part of our homework routine.  
 
Spelling knowledge also supports with reading.  Teachers set weekly spelling either 
based of specific phonetic patterns or practising specific spelling rules which build 
year on year. 
 
By the end of Year 2 there is an expectation that all children know their 2, 5 and 10 
multiplication tables and by the end of year 4 there is a government expectation that 
all children can recall any multiplication table fact (up to 12 * 12) within 5 seconds.  
As a result of this, practising multiplication tables forms part of our weekly homework 
tasks in Key Stage 2.  



As children move from EYFS into Key Stage 1 and from Key Stage1 into Key Stage 2 
there is an increase in the amount of homework set. This increases slightly year on 
year with the ultimate goal being preparing children for the homework expectations of 
secondary school. 
 
EYFS 
 

• Children are expected to read their shared book at home at least 3 times per 
week and to try and read their reading practice book daily (online) to apply 
and practice their phonic knowledge. 
 
Books sent home are based on the children’s reading ability – both their 
ability to ‘decode’ as well as their level of understanding of what they have 
read.  Sometimes books are sent home to share or for enjoyment. 

 
 
KS1 
 

• Children are expected to read their shared book at home at least 3 times per 
week and to try and read their reading practice book daily (online) to apply 
and practice their phonic knowledge. 
 
Books sent home are based on the children’s reading ability – both their 
ability to ‘decode’ as well as their level of understanding of what they have 
read.  Sometimes books are sent home to share or for enjoyment. 

 
 

• Year 2 are set weekly spellings to learn. These will be reviewed in class in a 
number of ways including spelling tests, discussion and writing activities. 
 

• Each term children will be given a termly homework sheet.  All the tasks on 
the sheet are linked to the theme they are learning about that term. (see an 
example in appendix 1).  
These tasks are purposefully designed for children and parents, carers or 
other family members to complete together. Where possible we try to include 
one activity which is similar in all year groups so that siblings can choose to 
complete an activity, together as a family. For example, all year groups may 
have an Art activity which siblings could do at the same time, needing similar 
equipment but they would all be drawing / colouring / painting or collaging 
different things. 
The children are encouraged to complete three of the activities off the termly 
homework sheet over the term.  
 

 
 
KS2 
 

• In Key Stage 2, children are expected to read at home at least 3 times a 
week, whether that be to an adult or to themselves (depending upon their 
reading ability). Books sent home are based on the children’s reading ability – 
both their ability to ‘decode’ as well as their level of understanding of what 
they have read.  As an incentive to read, children who read three times a 
week receive a reader leader point and a merit point 
 

• Weekly spellings to learn. These will be reviewed in class in a number of 
ways including spelling tests, discussion and writing activities. 



 

• Weekly practise of multiplication tables.  We encourage children to use the TT 
Rockstars App (Timestables rockstars) to practise their knowledge and quick 
recall of times table facts at least once a week. (Children will also have 
opportunities to use this App in school). Other methods of learning and being 
able to have quick recall of these facts can be used. There is particular 
emphasis on this during Year 4 in preparation for their Pupil Multiplication 
tables check in June. 
 

• In year 5 and 6, on alternate weeks, children will receive either an English 
task or a Maths task to complete.  This will support the learning that is taking 
place in class.  This may be a paper-based activity or an online task. 
 

• Each term children will be given a termly homework sheet.  All the tasks on 
the sheet are linked to the theme they are learning about that term. (see an 
example in appendix 1).  
These tasks are purposefully designed for children and parents, carers or 
other family members to complete together. Where possible we try to include 
one activity which is similar in all year groups so that siblings can choose to 
complete an activity, together as a family. For example, all year groups may 
have an Art activity which siblings could do at the same time, needing similar 
equipment but they would all be drawing / colouring / painting or collaging 
different things. 
The children are encouraged to complete three of the activities off the termly 
homework sheet over the term.  
 

 
Homework Expectations 
 
Homework is set in line with guidelines set by the DfE.  In an ideal world all children 
would have the support, the space / environment and the equipment to enable them 
to complete homework tasks. However, we recognise that for some children / families 
completing homework can be challenging and, in some cases, impossible.  Whilst we 
set homework, we feel that no children should be punished or feel put down for not 
completing homework.  Where possible we will provide opportunities for homework to 
be complete in school for those who wish to do so, but this is purely voluntary. In the 
same vein, the completion of homework will not be routinely incentivised. 
 
 
Homework Feedback 
 
Children receive feedback for their homework in a variety of ways. This could be 
through marking, progression through an App, peer discussion, a test or sharing of 
their work. Not all homework will receive written feedback. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix 1 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 


